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that the people who deserted Debal removed the materials of
their old city for the construction of the new one, and therefore
that the stones of the fort of L5ri*bandar were brought from
the deserted city of Debal, the remains of which excited the
curiosity of Ibn Batuta in A. D. 1333.

This statement of Ibn Batuta I would connect with the
curious account of an Indian city in the 'Arabian Nights/
which is found in the story of Zobeide. According to the
common edition, this lady sailed from the port of Bassora,
and after j.-,eay days anchored in the harbour of a large
city in India, where on landing she found that the king and
queen and all the people had been turned into stone. One
person only had escaped the general transformation, and he
was the king's son, who had been brought tip as a Mnhamrnadan
by his nurse, who was a Musalm&ni slave. Now this legend
appears to be the same as that of Raja Dilu and his brother
Chota of the native histories of Sindh,1 according to which
Chota had become a Muhammadan, and when the city of
Brahmana was destroyed by an earthquake, on account of the
wickedness of the king, Chota alone escaped. As a similar
story is told of the ruin of all the chief cites in the Panjab
as well as in Sindh, the scene of the story in the 'Arabian
Nights' may be fairly placed in Sindh ; and as Debal was the
only large city on the coast, and was besides the chief mart
to which the Myhammadan merchants traded, it seems to me
almost certain that it must be the Indian city in which
Zobeide found all the people turned into stone.

According to M'Murdo, the destruction of Bnlhmana took
place in A. H. 140 or A. D. 757, and as the story of Zofaeide is
laid in the time of the Khalif Harun-ul-Rashid, who reigned
from A. D. 786 to 809, there are no difficulties of chronology to
interfere yritb the identification of the two legends.

1.   M'Murdo, Jotirn. Royal Asiat. Soc. i. 23 ; and Postans, Journ.
Asiat Soc. Bengal, vii, 193.